In the spring and summer of 1969 an unusually large number of positive Wassermann reactions was recorded. The reactive sera gave negative results with the Venereal Disease Reference Laboratory (VDRL) slide test and Reiter's protein complementfixation test (RPCFT) . The fluorescent treponemal antibody test (ABS) on 30 of the sera was negative, and on four of these sera the Treponema pallidum immobilization test (TPI) was also negative. The results of these tests and the absence of clinical evidence of syphilis suggests that the Wassermann reactions were non-specific.
Materials and Methods
The Wassermann reaction was performed by the Whitechapel optimal proportions technique (Price, 1950) using Maltaner cardiolipin antigen. Before testing sera were inactivated at 570 ± 1°C for 30 minutes in a water bath, the temperature being checked at the beginning and end of each inactivation. Complement-fixation tests for antibodies to viruses were done by the method of Bradstreet and Taylor (1962 
